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TO:

Community Leaders
FROM: 
Don Wambles, Director



Farmers Market Authority

DATE: 
December 16, 2008
SUBJECT: 
Is Your Farmers Market the Best It Can Be?

With the recent growth of farmers markets across the nation and increased awareness of the importance to Buy Fresh Buy Local, is your local farmers market fulfilling its potential? The USDA recently awarded the Alabama Farmers Market Authority (FMA) a grant to assist rural markets to maximize their efforts. FMA will be conducting four educational workshops across the state assisting markets in providing structure and organization, along with promotion activities needed to increase consumer awareness of farmers markets.
Farmers markets have evolved into so much more than just a site for commerce. Today, markets are vital to the area as a community meeting place and a source of civic pride. Successful farmers markets aren’t created and maintained on their own, they require partnerships and proven marketing strategies. 

These workshops will provide exciting and beneficial materials that community advocates, market managers and farmers can utilize to increase market participation while building sustainable markets for the future. 
Also, FMA will explain the criteria that markets must meet to be included in the Farmers Market Trail brochure. This brochure will entice tourist to include listed farmers markets in their journey, thus generating additional economic opportunities for local communities.
We would appreciate your attendance and if you know of someone who might also be interested in attending please feel free to pass this information along, we would appreciate their presence. 

Please make a note of the following dates, times and locations of the four workshops. 

January 12, 2009, 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.


February 23, 2009, 12:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Troy, AL – Pike County Cattlemen’s Foundation Bldg.
Cullman, AL – City Hall

4100 Hwy. 231 S., Troy




204 Second Ave. NE., Cullman
February 9, 2009, 12:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.


March 2, 2009, 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Clanton, AL - Alabama Power Conference Center 

Demopolis, AL – Demopolis Civic Center

2030 7th St S., Rm. 3, Clanton 



501 N. Commissioners Ave., Demopolis
For more information contact: Don Wambles at 334-242-2618 don.wambles@fma.alabama.gov
RSVP is requested a week before the each workshop, please indicate which workshop you plan to attend.
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